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“Beth really took the bull by the  member of the group during that = State Park Commission,
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When the Ulysses S Grant Cot-
tage opens In May and visifors
admire the new visitor center &t

toga springs about the visitor cen-

ted project that sbarted in 2007 and stadis and operales G
for the state Office of Datks, Becre-

was completed in 2004,

Piat

During Ehese yems, Apnes Fhiz-  ation and Fistoric Freseevation,  alse active

the state historic site, they can  abeth *Beth” Patfenbach of Wil
b prateful for the efforts of Beth  fon was prisident of the Vriends
Pfaffenbuach, of tirant Cottage. kabee waz 2
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Pratfenbach announced proud-
Ly early this year that the loan had
finally been paid off through a
series of fundraising events and
contributions frem community
penpie atd organizations.

stant Cothage on Mount Mo-
Lzrepor in Wilton and Moreau
is where Civil War General and
later President Ulysses 8 Grant
spent his Anal days, Bnishing his
memerirs there, and dying in the
cotfage on July 23, 18835,

I an unusual proceeding, the
Saratoga-Capital District Com-
miission for the state Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historie
Dresarvation passed a special
resolation this menth honoring
the memory of Patfenbach,

“She was a volunteer at the cot-
tage for nine years,” Heather Ma-
bee said. She was also president
of the Friends of Grant Cottage
AHring these years as weil,

Robert Kabn, aeting E%cﬁ;
divector, sauid Platfenbach was
one of the “driving forces™ in Hig
visitor center initistive,

‘The visiter center has display
and meeting space, s pift shup,
educational exhibirs, as wall as

In an unusual
proceeding, the
Saratoga-Capital
District Commission
for the state Office of
Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation
passed a special
resolution this month
honoring the memory
of Pfaffenbach.

public restrooms and 8 small
kitchen

“5he was instruniental in
changing the operation up there,”
Euhn said about Pfaffentach and
Grant Coliage,

Fim Mabee, wha 15 Heather
Mabee's hushand, said Piaffen-
bach worked closely with the
state Deparbment of Correctional
services, which oparates Mount
MeGregor State Prison enly a
few hundred yards from Grant
Cuottage,

Tim Mabes said that Flaffen-
bach was able to get help from
prisoninmates in doding site wouk
tor the visitor center as well as
painting and other money-sav-
ing tasks.

said Heather Mabes, chairwoman
of the Saratoga-Capital District

In 20062, the Friends of Grant
Cottage was awarded g 60,6135
state prant for the visitor center
project from the Environmental
Protection Fund of the Clean
Water/Clean Al Bond Act, The
matching grant reguired the
Friends to raise the other $60,000
for the project.

State legislutors who repre-
sent Saratoga County were ahle
to obtain some other state fund-
ing to help the Friends, bat the
group hnally decided that they
needed to take out the $35000
loan from Adirondack 1rust Co,
in Baratoga Springs in order to
get the job done,

“She was a hard worker,” Tim
Mabee said about Pfaffenbach.
The new wisitors' center now
stands as 2 memotial to this hard-
working volunteer,

Grant Cottage will open on
Memorial Day weekend and re-
main open with regular bours
through Labor Day. The cotfage
alse mainrains some fall hours,

The coftage van be reached
by taking Northway Exit 16 in
Wilton, heading west on Ballard
Road, and then following the
Lrant Coetiage signs up Mount
Muotiregor to the state historic
site,

Reach Gugette reporiey Lee -
Eotomaty of TR7I5RO or
feofemungidafygazertenes,

snbach, 66, died on Feb,
24, She was a refired slementar
Grant Cottage school teacher in the Shenende-
howa Central Schond Distriet anid
in the Schenectady
“Ihis womanwas phenomenal,”  Historics] Society,

Heather Mabes said PEdfnbach
was instrumental in baving the

Friends of Grant Coltage take out
835000 loan from a kocal bank to
help with the $123,000 transformia-
tien of o lavge 1913 arts and ceafts
atyle stome garage near the cotfage
o g moidern visitors' canter,

See COTTAGE, page 13

Pub: 3/15/08


cfisher
Typewritten Text
Pub: 3/15/08




