5ot a guestion
about mosquitoes

OF Mosquito control©

Mosquito Program

TR = X X 2 2 X X N 2 K X X i e XX X

A2 - 1 088~ =~k 08 k= —Hh= -0k 08~ —H= - 08~k —Hh= =0k~ 08 k= H- 0k b~ k- b=~k k= -Dl- k= -0k = - k= Kk k- -k k- k- k-

Welcome to the Town of Wilton.
We are proud to welcome you as a new
member of our growing community.

The Town contains a vast number of
contained pools of water and with that,
comes a large mosquito population. As a
remedy, we have developed a mosquito
program to enhance outdoor enjoyment
among our residents.

In early spring, the Town of Wilton’s
Mosquito Program offers mosquito dunks
to residents free of charge. Mosquito
dunks are a biological larvacide that are
placed in a contained pool of water that is
not classified as State or Federally regu-
lated wetlands. The larvacide is a naturally
occurring bacteria otherwise named BTi
and will eliminate mosquito and black fly
larvae. The larvacide is distributed in a
small donut shaped form called a “dunk.”

Placement of these dunks in standing
water on your property will greatly diminish
your home mosquito population. Gutters,
old tires, flower pot saucers, birdbaths,
swimming pool covers are a few examples
of places where water collects and stands
for more than a few days. Regularly clean-
ing these areas will help eliminate breeding
sites from your property.

The Wilton Town Board works very hard
to meet the needs of the community. The
mosquito dunks are available to the town
residents free of charge.
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TOWN OF WILTON

TOWN OF WILTON

Mosquito Program

Bringing solutions to
community concerns

22 Traver Road
Gansevoort, NY 12831

Phone: (518) 587-1939
Fax: (518) 587-2837
E-mail: info@townofwilton.com

Visit us on the world wide web at
www.townofwilton.com

Bringing solutions (o
commanity concerns
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FAQ’S

When are dunks available?

e April through August. We advertise
pick-up days and times in the Wilton
Report and on the Wilton Web at
www.townofwilton.com.

| have State or Federally regulated wet-
lands. Why can’t | get dunks?

e The Town of Wilton must comply
with DEC regulations and can no
longer supply dunks to State or Fed-
erally regulated wetland areas. How-
ever, snow pools or other contained
standing water areas may receive
dunks for treatment.

Is there a cost to receive dunks?

e No. Dunks are distributed free of
charge.

Why won’t the Town spray?

e The Town must comply with DEC
regulations and is prevented from
spraying due to the protection of the
Karner Blue Butterfly. There are
also public health concerns with
aerial spraying. Petitions from
homeowners opposing aerial spray-
ing in most areas prevent this
method. We encourage all residents
to use the mosquito dunks.

What is a mosquito dunk?

e This biological pest control product
kills mosquito and black fly larvae. It
is completely non-toxic to fish, birds,
wildlife and pets. Each dunk lasts
up to 30 days and covers 100 sq. ft.
They are safe to use in any area
where standing water is a possible
breeding ground for mosquitoes.
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Wilton declares war on mosquitoes

By PAUL POST, The Saratogian

WALTON —The town iz helping residents vage var against mosguitoes, which sppear
1o have an upper hand in early stages ofthe battle,

The nasty litle irseds are making lite mizerable for everyone who vertures outdoors,
expecially people wha live in wooded aress of near fizids where stancing weter
ahounds.

There iz hope, however, inthe forn of mosguito "dunks” that the town is distributing by
the thausands.

The doughnut-shaped items are daced in shallovw, tagnart pools where they kil lareae
that ingest the chemical produd, which is hamless to people and animals, incuding
domestic pets.

"It somenne comes in and they qualify, theyre given an appropriste number of dunks
for the wweter on their property" Councilman Lary Gordon said, Lag sping's exdremely
highweter table produced fanding water in flaces it had never been befre. Combingd
with this year's heavy snowdall and the vwet conditions it produced  Witkan has been kit
with & mosguito double-whammy of sods,

"There's & massive amount of unketched egos out there," Gardon said.

Wikon Town Councitan Lary Gordon tosses mosquto
“unks” nto danding water nearthe newls congmicted
shekers at Carmp Saratoga oh Scowt Road Wednesiday.

The first viawe of adults began emergng in Aot when temperstures varmed up intathe 70z and 80z, That vould have been the bedt time ta distribute dunks, but many
peanle were precccupied with simply enjoying nice westher folloving a long, hard wirter .

Then there vas & brief pefiod of min, when residents didn't want to go outin bad weather, Mearwhile, mosguitoes began hatching by the thousands.
"They/re hatching as fast asthey're dying," Gordan said.

[t izt too late to fight back, howewer. The town will continue digtributing dunks intoearly July, the ssme as every year, Gordon said that Wilton hes budoeted about $16,000
forthiz year'z insed cortrol program, which wil 222 about 20,000 dunks handed out for free. Produdts may be picked up fom 9aum.to 1 pam. on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
Tavin Hall, 22 Traver Rosd. To qualify, people and propery must meet several condtions. They are:

+  Durksmay only be given to people who own of rent where weter is locsted.
¢ The produd should only be spplied to shallow, fanding veter |esz than a foot deep.

"They are ineffetive snd do no good on moving weter or drainage ways" Gordon said

+  Dunksmaynot be place in ederal or Fate vetlands,

Gordon said that one dunk covers a roughly 10-foat by 10-foct area (100 square feet),

"They diszolve inthe weter, a fim foats onthe water and the larvae come up andingedzit " he sid,

& ome time, the town had an seal spray program that targeted adult mosguitoes that had alteady hatched. But somany people objected that i had tobe discontinusd,
becauze spray cant be dropped on ane property withaut drifing onto a neighboning peroel .

Hzo, there were concernz about the spray'simpsct on the endangered Karner blue butterfly,

Hovever, the town does have a couple oftrained vduntesrs who apply dunks to s limited number of specific patcels, atter obtairing the property cwner's permission. The
product may it be applied to state lands or parcels ovned by groups such s The Nature Conservancy.

Gordon offered several helpful Hints to help peogple with mosguita problems

+  Us=inzect repellent.
+  Dress properly — long deeves, parts, hat.
¢ Whhere pozsble, use atfanto keep air moving.

Far mare infoemation, calf Wikon Town Hall at 547-1934.




